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 Maelee Lee
GENESIS 		
Curated by Thalia Vrachopoulos

19.04.2022 > 28.06.2022  
Galleria San Polo, San Polo 387, 30125, Venezia (VE).

Opening: 19th April h. 6 pm 
Live performance by Lee  h.19pm  


Genesis, Verse 27: So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them

Galleria San Polo is pleased to present the exhibition Genesis, by South Korean artist Lee Maelee (1963, Republic of Korea), curated by the Asian art’s specialist and internationally known curator, based in New York, Thalia Vrachopoulos, which will open on Tuesday 19 April at 18.00- with a live performance of the artist at 19.00- until 28 June 2022.

Genesis was born from Lee's artistic research, focused on the deeper issues concerning the human being and history and everything related to existence and being and wants to represent a medium between the past, the present and the future.
The exhibition collects a set of thirty-six paintings, made by transcribing in 24k gold dust phrases from the Genesis of the Bible and other non-Christian religious sources, as the Buddhist Diamond Sutra, translated into different languages ​​such as Latin, Greek, Hebrew, English and Korean.

The installation also includes a sound component, consisting of recorded voices that recite pieces of texts from traditions of different countries, the fusion of painting, word and voice creates an immersive and synaesthetic experience, thanks to which the visitor, following the arrangement circular paintings along the walls, also experiences the circumambulation linked to the Buddhist ritual of going around the pagoda.

Genesis has the intent to investigate human existence in continuous evolution and the endless cycle of birth and death to which everything must undergo. The texts that the artist transcribes can be assimilated to a sort of vehicle of collective memory, to transmit the past to posterity.
Lee Maelee, tackles issues related to existence, being and becoming, to the point of expanding his research to the theme of the origin of Man, with a great creative inspiration.

HASHTAGS
#LeeMaelee 	#genesisleemaelee 	#southkoreartist	#thaliavrachopoulos 

GENESIS
by Lee Mae Lee 
19.04.2022 > 28.06.2022

CURATOR 
Dr. Thalia Vrachopoulos 

OPENING 
19 April 2022 h. 18
With live performance by the Artist  



LOCATION
Ruga Vecchia San Giovanni, Rialto, San Polo 387 – Venice 

VISITING HOURS 
From Tuesday to Sunday from 11 to 18

WEBSITE
www.leemaelee.works

PRESS OFFICE 
FG Comunicazione – Venezia 
Cristina Gatti 
+39 338 6950929 - 
cristina.gatti@fg-comunicazione.it 

Exhibition statement: 

Several years ago, for her new series of works, the artist Maelee Lee began examining the issue of existence; being, becoming, having become-the world’s, other people’s, her own. This research led her to an interest in human development and more specifically into its issues. 
This series of works involve history, humanity, while looking at diverse ethnic groups as well as the never-ending cycle of existence, life and death, as well as the establishment and demolition of nations.   

The Biblical Genesis symbolizes a space and methodology that records and archives the trajectories of human history. It contains all of the historical incidents, the birth and death of civilizations, human evolution, wars, the establishment of empires, massacres, migrations and the ever-changing cycle of power throughout human civilization from its inception until now. 
Lee Maelee’s Genesis can also be interpreted as an archive that can preserve and convey the evolution of human existence as well as the collective memory. Lee interprets these tremendous issues through scientific and philosophical lenses while expressing them by means of the Genesis series a metaphor for an archival instrument. Lee repeatedly inscribes canvases in 24 Karat gold text having taken words from Genesis in the Christian bible as translated into English, Latin, and Hebrew, as well as, using religious texts from a variety of non-Christian sources. 

The frieze-like placement of the installation results in a type of circumambulation related to the Buddhist ritual of circling around the Pagoda---- called ‘tap-dol-i’ in Korean. The meaning of ambulating around the perimeter to view something, depends on the reading of two different groups the first is ‘wishing’ process to those living and the second is as ‘consoling of spirits’ to the dead. Through experiencing this series, the audience collaborates in the performance of ‘tap-dol-i’ within the exhibition site.   

Lee has inscribed in gold passages from Genesis, from the Old Testament of the Christian bible, and the Diamond Sutra of Buddhist scripture in four different languages (Latin, English, Hebrew and Korean) on sheets of canvas.

Sounds from poetry readings---- poems from a large number of nations---- are emitted from speakers. By incorporating sound, painting, sculpture, time art, and architecture in her work, Lee creates a multi-disciplinary, multi-ethnic, immersive work that is inclusive in its subject and powerful in its message.

The exhibit will consist of the following works of art:
 
1-A series of 36 paintings approx. 48x66cm each, installed in a 
Frieze pattern around the walls of the gallery.
2-A performance work to be done in situ
At the opening consisting of writing
Poetic messages on the gallery wall.
3-A projection with sound
Thalia Vrachopoulos
Art historian and Professor

Maelee Lee - Biography
Born 1963, Gangjin, Republic of Korea. Lives and works in Gwang-ju (South Korea). 

Education & Residencies:
2014.		 Visiting Artist Program' (Siena Art Institute-Siena, Italy)
2008             Ph.D. in Fine Arts, Chosun University, Gwangju, South Korea
1996             MFA, Chosun University, Gwangju, South Korea
1986             BFA, Mokpo National University, Mokpo, South Korea

Solo Exhibitions: 2021-2011

2021   Poetry Delivery 2021 :PYO Gallery, Seoul , South Korea
2020   Poetry Delivery 2020 :The Muan Seungwoo oh Museum of Art, Muan, South Korea
Poetry Delivery 2020 :Sinsege gallery
2019   The Cantos’s Space, Woojaegill Museum of Art, Gwangju, South Korea
2017   Poetry Delivery 2017 : Gwangju Museum of Art, Gwangju, South Korea
Mae-lee Lee : The Next Step, Elga Wimmer PCC, New York, USA
2016   Mae-lee Lee : Expanding the Paradigm, Dononopoulos International Fine Arts, Thessaloniki, Greece
2015   Mae-lee Lee : Walking the Truth, Museum of Contemporary Art of Crete, Crete, Greece
2014   Mae-lee Lee : On the Road to Wisdom, National Assembly Member’s Office Building 3F Public Space, 
Seoul, South Korea 
       Mae-lee Lee : Open Studio, Siena Art Institute, Siena, Italia
2013   Mae-lee Lee : Portraits of shoe-Where do we come from and where are we heading to?, Media  
	Cube 338,Gwangju, South Korea
            Mae-lee Lee : Portraits of shoe, Eunam Museum of Art, Gwangju, South Korea
2012   Mae-lee Lee : Re-birth, Eunam Museum of Art, Gwangju, South Korea
2011   Mae-lee Lee : Infinite Space, Chelsea Art Museum, New York, USA
       Mae-lee Lee : Dawn and Space, FEI Gallery, Guangzhou, China 
       Mae-lee Lee ; 2011 National Gwangju Museum and Contemporary Art, National Gwangju Museum, 
Gwangju, South Korea 

Selected Group Exhibitions & Two Person Shows (500times) 

2019   The 4th Today’ s Documents_ A Stitch in Time Today Art Museum, Beijing, China
'Grasses'离离原上草 Korean Cultural Center, Shanghai, Shanghai, China
2018   2018 Gwangju Biennale Finland Pavilion Project ‘Fictional Friction’, Mugaksa, Gwangju, South Korea
2017   Silver Lining Anniversary Show, Elga Wimmer PCC, NewYork, USA
2016   Shanghai Project, Himalayas Museum, Shanghai, China
       HUMANISTIC NATURE AND SOCIETY (SHAN-SHUI) AN INSIGHT INTO THE FUTURE, Chongging, Xi'an, Beijing / Himalayas Museum, Shanghai, China
2015   56th Venice Biennale, La Biennale di Venezia Eventi Collaterali, Palazzo Ca'Paccanoon, Venezia, Italia
       5th Kobe Biennale, Meriken Park, Kobe, Japan
UNESCO the Media Art Creative Cities, Gwangju 1stMugaksa, Gwangju, South Korea
'Korean Flux' Cyprus Gallery, Athens, Greece
2014   Multifarious Appearances of Ten Thousand Things-From Things to Beings, 
       Nam Seoul Living Arts Museum, Seoul, South Korea
2014 Light of the Futher Gwangju Internationa Media Art Festival, Gwangju, South Korea 
2013   Multifarious Appearances of Ten Thousand Things-From Things to Beings, Gwangju Museum of Art, 
Gwangju, South Korea
2012   AMATERAS Annual Paper Art Exhibition 2012 SOFIA paper art fest, Alley Gallery, Sofia, Bulgaria
 Round Table 2012 Gwang ju Biennale - Gwang ju Biennale, Gwang ju, South Korea
2011   Sofia Paper Biennael 2011 SOFIA paper art fest, National Gallery of Foreign Art, Sofia, Bulgaria
       AMATERAS Annual Paper Art Exhibition 2011 SOFIA paper art fest, Alley Gallery, Sofia, Bulgaria 
KHG Art Project :DINGSDABUMSDA, KUNSTHALLE GWANGJU-Cultural Showcase of The Asian Culture Complex, Gwangju, South Korea

Public Collections

Rush Philanthropic Art Foundation, New York, USA 
Museum of Contemporary Art of Crete, Crete, Greece
National Contemporary Museum, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Seoul Metropolitan Government, Seoul, South Korea
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea, Seoul, South Korea
Gwangju Museum of Art, Gwangju, South Korea
Gwangju Cultural Foundation, Gwangju, South Korea
Gwangju University, Gwangju, South Korea
Gwangju Speer Girls' High School, Gwangju, South Korea
Chonnam National University Hospital, Gwangju, South Korea
Jeollanamdo Provincial Government, Muan, South Korea
Gwangju Munwha Broadcasting Corporation, Gwangju, South Korea 
Bareun Gil Law Firm, Gwangju, South Korea 
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